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‘Private sector needs to
spend more on R&D’

- Srikanta.Tripathy
@timesgroup.com

Jaipur: A country that

" makes nuclear reactors
doesn’t manufacture mobile
phones or solar energy pan-
els, and depends on imports
for almost-all’of their re-
quirements. It may sound
baffling but Baldeb Raj, pres-
ident of the Indian National
Academy of Engineering
(INAE), said that innova-
tions in engineering, sci-
ence, and technology can on-
ly flourish if there is a
supportive policy environ-
ment.

“India  became compe-
tent in atomic energy and
'space science because poli-
cies were there to do things
indigenously. - Engineering
and technology can make a

product or provide a service .

only in a framework of poli-
cies. We already have the
scope for economy of scale
but whatIndianeedsisfacili-
tation at the policy level,”
said Raj who was here to at-
tend the annual conventlon
of INAE.

.. Drawing attention to the
need of achieving ' break-
through technologies in ar-
‘eas of healthcare, energy,

and clean water, Rajsaid that’

the country spends a mere
0.8% of its GDP on research
and development (R&D)
against China’s 3%. But he
said instead of expectingthe
government to increase its
R&D budget, the industry
should be encouraged to
spend more on innovation
and developing new technol-
ogies.

“Even the developed
countries and the multina-
tionals there keenly pursue
the development of afforda-
ble technologies that can be
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accessed by masses in the
world.” For example, - GE,
which runs the biggest R&D

centre outside the US in Ben-

galuru, has said that 40% its
affordable healthcare tech-
nology would come from
their India” centre. They
would notallowustotakethe
intellectual property rights
even though they will usethe
best of the brains here. In
that context,. our industry
should also spend more on
R&D and rope in leadirig in-
stitutes like IITs and IISc.
The government needs to
spend on far-reaching re-
search which the industry
will not do,” added Raj.

Experts have often citied
the lack of collaboration be-
tween industry and acade-

mia as one of the key road-

blocks hurting India’s rise to
prominence as a global cen-
trefor innovations. They feel
boththe critical organs work
assilos, which have deprived
the nation of new technolo-
gies compared. to its poten-
tial.

“There is integration be-
tween academy and indus-
try, but it is not enough to
make us leader. The collabo-
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ration that we currently

have will help us survive on-
ly. But if we want to be fron-
trunners, then the silos need
tobesmashed,” added Raj.
Purnendu Ghosh, execu-
tive director at Birla Insti-
tute of Scientific Research,

Jaipur and council member -

of INAE, said that the acade-
my with 750 eminent Fellows

whoinclude thelikes of Info-

sys.founder Narayana Mur-
thy, former president of In-
dia APJ Abdul Kalam, and
former CEO and MD of TCS

S Ramadorai, has exception-

alcapabilitiesin framing, de-
veloping ‘and advising ‘the
government on implementa-
tion of policies related to en-
gineering, smence and tech-

nology



