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Losing their natural habitats, functional corridors, and the resulting reduction in the availability of
resources, are pushing species like elephants to adapt to changing environments.

This adaptation in species like the elephant, which are 'habitat generalists' capable of surviving on a wide
variety of landscapes and palates, is causing them to wander into areas of human use. Incidents in which
elephants enter anthropogenic landscapes can sometimes result in a human-elephant conflict, which
poses a serious management concern to government agencies engaged in wildlife conservation, and
researchers attempting to identify sustainable solutions.

A holistic approach to resolve human-elephant conflict

Many interventions towards mitigating conflict from these interactions have failed, a key reason being the
replication of techniques across landscapes, instead of having site-specific approaches. With examples
of successful conflict management practices arising from few landscapes, it is time we look at the issue
more holistically, and prioritise scientific understanding of the issue, before attempting to resolve it.

An important element in any such resolution is understanding the behavioural ecology of the species,
with an emphasis on its distribution, patterns of movement over time, and seasonality of dietary habits in
these contexts. The research carried out by my team and | in the Anamalai region in Tamil Nadu and
Hassan region in Karnataka has attempted to assimilate location-specific facets of the problem, with a
keen eye on the biological study of the species.
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