
Water, the invaluable resource on earth is believed to be a strong 
cause of conflict in India. Rivers are the lifelines to human 
civilizations. Over 85 percent of the Indian territory lies within its 
major and medium inter-state rivers. India has 14 major rivers, all 
of which are inter-state. There are 44 medium rivers, of which 9 
are inter-state. River Cauvery is considered one of the most 
disputed and litigious rivers in contemporary India. Even after 
several decades, the Cauvery water dispute stands still and 
continues to be leading to violent outbursts in the southern states 
of India, particularly the states of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. 
Despite the intervention of the judiciary in resolution of the 
dispute, several questions in reference to sharing of water that is 
acceptable to the contending states still remain unanswered.  
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The consultation provided a platform for a sustained discourse adopting a multidisciplinary approach 
integrating science, technology and the social sciences. It also aimed to explore viable and sustainable 
solutions for the various sectors such as drinking water, agriculture, livelihoods, industry, environ-
ment, ecology, etc. Further, it provided a broader vision not only for the Cauvery basin, but to all dis-
puted river basins taking into account various dimensions concerning inter-state and inter-sectoral wa-
ter sharing. However, this consultation was limited in its coverage. Therefore it was proposed to have a 
sequel to address the excluded dimensions of this problem, such as institutional framework, govern-
ance, stakeholder participation, etc.  

Following are the highlights of the discussion.  
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 In the context of the growing demand for water in 
every state, one is compelled to think beyond the 
realm of such disputes.  There is an urgent need to 
address issues that drive the discussion of water-
sharing in the river basin as well as explore alternative 
solutions/mechanisms to meet the increasing demand 
for water from all stakeholders. Rivers should be 
looked upon as entities beyond boundaries. It is 
important to have a broader outlook with an objective 
to ensure adequate and safe drinking water and 
livelihood security on the one hand and protect 

ecology and the environment on the other. It is in this context that 
there is a need to explore alternatives with the potential to provide 
sustainable, structural, technological, social and managerial based 
solutions to address the acute crisis faced by the people from a multi-
disciplinary perspective and a multi-stakeholder approach.  

Water resource management has a key role to play in moderating the 
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About the NIAS Water Programmeé 

 

A multidisciplinary approach has been adopted to address issues in the water sector, com-
prising academics and researchers from the natural sciences, humanities and the social sci-
ences. The active involvement of all stakeholders from across the country has been central to 
the process. The focus of research has been issues surrounding inter-state transboundary wa-
ter sharing, inter -sectoral conflicts and conflict resolution, evolving parameters/indicators, 

development of a toolbox for knowledge management 
in river water sharing and evolving social and technical 
solutions to major drinking water challenges in the 
country.  

 

The main objectives of the water programme are to 
conduct research studies in the water sector, generate 
data and information adopting a multidisciplinary per-
spective and multi stakeholder approach. The pro-
gramme provide platforms for sharing the results of the 
research and facilitate multi stakeholder dialogues to 
influence policy. It also establish and strengthen net-
works and facilitate the participation of partnerships in 
research, dialogue, advocacy and publications.  
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situation. It includes not only water-sharing but also sharing of scientific 
information pertaining to knowledge and experiences such as monsoon 
and rainfall conditions, soil conditions, crop technology, flood 
management, desiltation, water conservation techniques, 
modernisation of the canal network, control structures etc.  

 

Beyond River Basins  

To address the above mentioned issues, a one platform for experts from 
various disciplines from various institutions of repute was provided to 
ÄÅÌÉÂÅÒÁÔÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ&ÕÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 2ÉÖÅÒ "ÁÓÉÎȡ ,ÏÏËÉÎÇ ÂÅÙÏÎÄ #ÁÕÖÅÒÙȱ 
on November 17, 2016. Harmonisation of Science, Technology, Social 
Sciences and Stakeholders 

Prof. Baldev Raj, Director, NIAS in his introductory address emphasised 
on the need to bring together scientists, technologists, social scientists, 
policy makers and the civil society in order to arrive at practically 
applicable solutions to such problems. India has developed considerable 
technological expertise and no longer lags behind in terms of 
technology innovations. However, there is a need for a coordinated 
approach involving expertise from other disciplines and stakeholders   
to identify gaps, develop innovative mechanisms to make efficient use 
of them. He observed the consultation as a great initiative and 
highlighted the level of diversity in the field of expertise of the 


